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• Capacity Building Training and One on One Counseling

• Procurement Training, Matchmaking, Networking and Other Support

• Financial Preparation and Projections, Debt/Equity Placements and Direct 
Lending

• WBE Certification

• Planning and Positioning Business for Succession

• General Technical Assistance

Access to Contracts, Connections, Capacity Building and Capital



What is a PTAC?

A Procurement Technical Assistance Center is:
• Your resource for government contracting 

assistance

• Federal, State, County, City and Municipal 

• Workshops, webinars, free individual counseling, 
procurement events, business matchmaking and 
more…



• One-on-one business counseling at no charge

• Understanding and navigating the government procurement process

• Bid Matching - a free service that notifies companies of government 
procurement opportunities

• Locating and understanding government specifications and standards

• Understanding and applying for the different types of public sector 
certifications

• Identification of sub-contracting opportunities

• Review of proposals in response to  solicitations

• …and more



Government Certifications

Certification Agency How to Apply Cost

BEP State of Illinois Application No charge

DBE Metra, Pace, IDOT, 
Chicago, CTA

Application No charge

HUBZone Federal Application No charge

MBE Chicago, Cook 
County, *NMSDC

Application $250, $250, $500

8(a) Federal Application No charge

SDVOSB Federal Application No charge

WBE Chicago, Cook 
County, WBENC*

Application $250, $250, $350

WOSB/
EDWOSB

Federal Legislation in process for 
3rd party application

Charges may apply –
pending legislation

CVE Veteran’s Affairs Application No charge

*WBENC: Women’s Business Enterprise National Council – WBDC is a proud WBENC certifying partner
*NMSDC – National Minority Supplier Development Council – Chicago Minority Supplier Development Council is 
a local certifying partner



Doing Business with the Government



Marketing to the Government



• Pre-Bid Meetings

• Proposal Review

• Contract Management

• Contract Debrief

• FOIA



Freida Curry

Managing Director, Government and Veteran Services

Jaemie L. Neely

Director, Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC)

Makeba Butler

Associate Director, Government and Veteran Services
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THANK YOU! 


